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Overview 

•   A brief look back, where did we come 
from and where are we going? 

• Some principles for networking? 
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Looking back and looking forward 

•  2009: Child, Family & Disability 1 (MMU) 
•  2010: Child, Family & Disability 2 (MMU) 

–  Idea for the book 
•  2011: Child, Family & Disability 3 (MMU) 
•  2012: Child, Youth, Family & Disability 4 (MMU) 
•  2013: Child, Youth, Family & Disability 5: “Time for 

Change?” (MMU) 
–  Book published 

•  2014: Child, Youth, Family & Disability 6: “Building 
Understandings” (Conference moves to UWE) 

•  2014: Network launch 
•  2015: Child, Youth, Family & Disability 7:  “There is no them!” (UWE) 
•  ? 2016 ?: Handbook of Disabled Children’s Childhood Studies  
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Principle 1 

•  Invite: children, young people, family members, 
allies, academic, activists & practitioners 
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Principle 2 

•  Create an accessible environment 
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Principle 3 
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•  Whose concerns? 



Principle 4 

•  Ethical voice 
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Principle 5 

•  Thinking about the norm 
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Some more thinking about the norm 

•  Braidotti (2013) ‘human norm that stands for normality, normalcy and 
normativity’ (p. 26)  

•  ‘anti-humanist’ (Braidotti, 2013) 
•  we want to remain critical of the category of the human, at the same 

time as we claim the human 
•  ‘[a] dis/human position means that we recognize the norm, the 

pragmatic and political value of claiming the norm, but we always seek 
to trouble the ‘norm’’ (Goodley and Runswick-Cole, 2014: 5). 

 Goodley, D. and Runswick-Cole, K. (2014) Becoming dis/human:  
Thinking about the human through disability, Discourse: Studies in the 
Cultural Politics of Education, DOI: 10.1080/01596306.2014.930021 

•     
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Thinking about children: DisPlay 

•  play has been systematically categorized by type and stage along a 
‘typical’ trajectory (Goodley and Runswick-Cole, 2010: 504).  

•  Failure to play ‘properly’ is a risky business as it raises a red flag for 
‘atypical development’, difference, and disorder  

•  that disabled children play just as ‘typically developing children’ do 
(DisPlay), but, at the same time they have to ask for accessible 
environments and play spaces to be included (DisPlay) (Runswick-
Cole, Goodley and Liddiard, under review). 

•  How can we think about the DisChild 

Goodley, D. and Runswick-Cole, K. (2014) Becoming dis/human:  Thinking about the human through disability, Discourse: 
Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education, DOI: 10.1080/01596306.2014.930021 
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Principle 6 

•  Share information 
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bigsocietydis@wordpress.com 
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Animation 
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Over to you … 

•  What do you think is important for inclusive 
networking?  
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